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SPEECH/BARTON

I expect you to:


1.  Be decent to me and to each other.


2.  Be  prepared for this required class.

Decency defined:

1.  Be kind.  A comfortable, non-threatening atmosphere is extremely important in this class.  Confidence varies dramatically among those who must take this course. I notice, appreciate, and reward your encouragement and respect for those with less confidence than you.  

2.  Listen (audience/citizenship grade):  Please listen attentively while classmates and I talk, but feel free to ask questions.  Raise your hand when you want to ask a question or make a comment and use good judgment and courtesy in the way you ask questions or express your opinions. 

3.  Other speech etiquette, also part of your audience grade:

a. No questions or comments are allowed during speeches.  Wait until the speaker is through, and then ask questions.

b. This is not a study hall.  You may not study, write notes, draw, sleep, or do anything but focus on the person who is speaking.

c. Please do not ask to leave the class for anything but a real emergency during speeches.
d. Please do not get out of your seats to ask me questions or to turn in papers while your classmates are talking.  Your questions are important to me, but I must always give my complete attention to the speakers.

e. Even if you are done with your speech, you are expected to be an audience member for other speakers.  You will receive an audience grade of 100% for days while you are here during speeches (given that you are not talking or being disrespectful), and 0% when you are gone. 
f. You may not skip this class to do work for another class or take a test in another class. 

g. No Cell Phones or MP3 players visible in the classroom. They must be turned off when you enter the room. If I see a cell phone or MP3 player for any reason (even if you are checking the time), I will take it and your parent may pick it up from the office after school. On the second offense, a parent must  pick it up from the office. On the third offense, a meeting will be called and parent, student, administrator and teacher will all be required to attend in order to get your cell phone back.

h.  Glamorizing the use of drugs or alcohol or using derogatory language toward any person or group will result in a Zero for that speech.
i.    If you are in violation of any of these speech etiquette expectations, you will get a zero for that day’s audience grade.
4. No food or drink except water. It is the best thing for you!
5.  Professional language should be used during all speeches. If inappropriate    comments or language is used at anytime during your speech (or in class), 20% will be deducted from the current or next speech.

Preparedness defined:
1. Be on time.  School tardy rules apply in this class.
My policy:

1st = free
2nd = free

3rd = parent phone call and 5% off your next speech
4th = 5% off your next speech and parent phone call
5th= 5% off your next speech and referral to office
For each referral there after 5% will be deducted from your next speech. If you need to go to the restroom or locker, please ask permission before I begin roll, not during or after.  If you need something from locker or car for a speech, you must have it with you when you come to class.
2.  Always bring your 3 ring notebook, spiral notebook, pen or pencil, and paper, even if you think we will only be listening to speeches. You may buy a pencil from me for 25 cents.  No IOU’s!


3.  Keep an organized notebook.  You must have a three-ring binder and spiral notebook for this class exclusively no later than the first week of the semester. I will periodically do unannounced notebook checks to reward students for bringing their materials to class.

4.  Be ready on assigned speaking days.  Please don't ask for extensions.  Granting extra time for some students is unfair to those who are prepared.   20% will be deducted from your grade for each day you are not prepared.


5.  The only way to fail this class is to take zeroes. The only way to gain self-confidence is to try every speaking opportunity.  If you are scared, tell me right away and I will find ways to help you. You will fail this class only if you have made a conscious decision to do so.


6.   Written work is always due when assigned. Most written assignments cannot be turned in late.  I collect them at the beginning of the period when they are due.  They may not be turned in later in the day.  Also, most written work is required to be typed. If you do not turn it in typed it will be accepted for only half credit only if it is neat and in final draft form.

7.  Participate.  Become a part of class discussion, activities, and peer speech criticism.  Please don't ask to be excused from class during classmates' speeches if you have already given yours.  Being an active part of the audience is important to your classmates and important to your audience grade.
8. Aim for 100% attendance. If you plan to be absent it is your responsibility to obtain class notes online or from a classmate. Check the web first! If you plan to be gone when speeches are being given you need to volunteer to give your speech before you leave, not when you return.

9. Make-Up Work- In the event that a student has an excused absence from school, he/she will receive 1 day to make up work for every day absent. Large projects that are assigned in advanced are due on the due date. No exceptions. No make-up work will be issued to a student whose absence is unexcused. If your absentce is SX (school excused) it is due on the original due date.
*Absent students have only 1 day to get make-up work upon returning to school. After the 1st day grades will be recorded as a zero. 

Consequences for non-compliance with decency and preparedness expectations:


1.  Verbal reminder.


2.  Student/Teacher conference 

3.  Parent notification, with possible suggestion that speech be taken next year.


4.  Principal involvement.
REMEMBER:  This class is an activities class, where you have an opportunity to provide the ideas and the entertainment.  Put some effort into impressing your classmates.

Grades:  Speeches, 60%; Daily, 20%; Tests, 10%; Audience/Citizenship, 10%.  The computer keeps a running total of grades.  Because one quarter may have more speaking assignments, your final grade will probably not be a simple average of your first and second quarters.






By signing below, you are acknowledging that you have read through the expectations in this packet.

-------------------------------Cut or Tear Here---------------------------------------------------------
Bring this portion of the page back the next time we meet, signed by a parent or guardian, for your first speech grade.  

Student Name and Signature   _________________________________ (Print)             




____________________________________(Sign)
Parent Name and Signature _________________________________(Print)            







_________________________________(Sign)
Home or Cell Phone____________________Work Phone_______________________

E-mail address_______________________________________
*   Check here if you object to me using your child’s work as a positive example for my future students.
Please bring a box of Kleenex along with this slip next class.
