Fundamentals of Communication Course Description

List of Projects








Mrs. Barton

Sandpoint High School

The required one-credit Speech class is more appropriately called, "Applied  Communication."  Students gain self-confidence in communication skills through carefully planned lessons focusing on listening, thinking, observing, and speaking.  Our course at Sandpoint High School is designed to comply with the Idaho curriculum, which requires a broader interpretation of communication skills than just Speech Preparation and Delivery.  Of equal importance are understanding the Communication Process, Listening, and the role of communication in developing satisfactory Human Relationships.

I do not use a text, because they are expensive and no one text achieves what class notes developed from many different sources can.  Although this is considerably more work for me, I believe students benefit from condensed lessons that allow more class time for activities and peer interaction.  I use videos only to illustrate a point or provoke thought.

The following includes a list of projects including a parenthetical notation following each that cross-indexes to the focus and goals set forth in the Idaho Fundamentals of Communication curriculum guide.  Projects may not occur in the order listed.  Some may be deleted and others added.  I believe flexibility is necessary to focus on particular class needs during the semester and to address changing time restraints.

Listening Quizzes  (I.C., III. A.,B.,C., E.)

Assorted group discussion activities

Mnemonics Unit, including four visualization exercises, and interdisciplinary


exam to apply concept (II.C.2.,4.,III. C.2.;)
Giving and Receiving Directions (speaking assignment) (III. B.,C.,IV. C.)
Test on Mnemonics

Interpersonal Communication Unit:

Taking the Lead (speaking assignment) (II., III., IV.C.)

Emotions and Communication (I., II., III.)

Frightening Experience Speech (or other type suspenseful story) (Must conform


to correct plot development outline for storytelling)  (speaking assignment


worth two speech grades) (II., III., IV.)
Evaluation of the Story (III., IV.)

Understanding the difference between written and spoken communication

Non-verbal Communication (II. D.)
Cross-cultural Communication I. B., II. A.,C., III.)
Stereotypes, Roles & Communication(I. B., II. A.,C., III.)
Connotations/Denotations of Words I. B., II. A.,C., III.)
Barriers to Listening/Perception Assorted group and individual non-speaking


assignments.  May include one feature length video and several short


video clips I. B., II. A.,C., III.)

Speech Preparation and Delivery:

Demonstration/Explanation (Speech to Inform) (speaking assignment worth


2 speech grades) (IV.,II.D.)
Evaluating Speeches (IV.D, III. D.)
Impromptu Speech (speaking assignment )(IV., A.B.C.D.)

Impromptu Group (collaborative speaking assignment )(IV.,A.,B.,C., D.,II. B., II.E.,III. B.)


Impromptu Evaluation (III.B., C., D., IV., B. C., D.)
Advertising and Motivators, includes a group project (IV., A.B.C.D., II., B., II.E.,III., C.E.),


 a test (III.C.), and an important written assignment (III.C., IV.,A.B.C.)

Speech to Convince   

Sales Speech (May be done live, or on video.  If done on


video, requirements for creativity preclude a speech that could as well


be done live in front of the class.  This speaking assignment, worth two


speech grades includes many important requirements.  It is not a com-
mercial.) (III., IV.)
Sales Speech or Speech to Convince Outline (IV.)

Test on Sales and Motivators 

Interpretation ( speaking assignment worth two speech grades.(II.,B., IV., A.B.C.D.)

Also included when time allows:

Assorted Personal Experience Speeches (II.,B., IV., A.B.C.D.)

Speech of Introduction

Communication Process (I. A., B.)
Conflict Management (II. C.)
Creative Writing Assignments

There may be a Written Final and an Oral Presentation Final (length of the oral presentation will depend on time remaining)

